
the stomach, the avoidance of all cathartics
and clysters, and of everything which may
provoke the peristaltic movement of the
bowels, and finally the free administration
of opium. This drug is our sheet-anchor in
this fearful complication. Opium should be
given in very large doses, and sufficiently
often to perform the double office of keep-
ing the intestines in a state of repose and
of alleviating the excessive pain which the
patient suffers.

SEROUS CYST OF THE RECTUM.
By S. W. Torrey, Beverly, Mass.

About the first of January, 1S69, I was
called to examine an infant son of Mrs. C,
of Beverly, for what was described as " a

falling of the bowel," which had been ob-
served from the time of birth, two months
before. On first looking at the ¡pus there
was nothing abnormal to be seen, but as I
held the nates widely apart the child was
seized with a sudden spasmodic bearing
down, and after a few screams there ap-
peared at the anus a globular, fluctuating
tumor, blocking up the whole passage, so
that the feces, which were expelled at the
same time, passed out in thin sheets be-
tween the tumor and the anterior wall of
the rectum. A digital examination proved
that the tumor was attached to the poste-
rior wall of the gut—its lower extremity,
except when the mass was forced down by
the child, being an inch and a half above
the verge of the anus, and its whole attach-
ment nearly three and a half inches in cir-
cumferencajj On puncturing it with an ex-

ploring needle about an ounce of thin, se-
rous fluid escaped, and a diagnosis of a
serous cyst lying between the mucous and
muscular coats of the rectum, was arrived
at. The sac filled again rapidly, and in two
weeks there was a renewal of the previous
symptoms—viz., descent of the tumor dur-
ing defecation, accompanied with agonizing
pain—and added to this, increasing dilata-
tion of the sphincter ani, which gradually
lost its contractile power, from the contin-
ued pressure of the tumor upon it. There
was .also now a prolapse of the anterior wall
if the rectum, and a considerable amount
of inflammation of the mucous membrane,
arising from continued contact with the
clothing. Three weeks from the time of
puncturing I passed a seton through the
lower part of the tumor, hoping for adhe-
sive inflammation and obliteration of the
sac. This treatment bids fair to be perma-
nently successful—the state of the case at

this date (May 21st)' being as follows :—
withering away of the cyst, rare appear-
ance of the tumor outside the anus, perfect
action of sphincter, no inflammation—the
child gaining flesh, and as free from suffer-
ing as other infants of his age.

REPORT OF A REMARKABLE CASE.
By Amos Sawyek, M.D., Hillsboro', Ill.

During the spring of 1868, Mr. Adam Vet-
tie, of Nokomis, Montgomery Co., 111.,
bred a mare to his stallion. A few nightsthereafter (he thinks a week), his jack"broke loose," and staid with the mare
until morning—she still being in heat. This
spring she gave birth to twins—one a mule,
the other a horse colt ; both alive and do-
ing well. a

May, 1869. •

Reports of Medical Societies.
MIDDLESEX SOUTH DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY.

CHARLES È. VATJGHAN, M.D., SECRETARY.
The annual meeting was held at Waltham,
April 14th. After the usual business, the
subject of autopsies ordered by coroners,
and the collection of the established fees,
was introduced. After an animated dis-
cussion, a committee of three was appoint-
ed "to wait upon the County Commission-
ers, to discuss the subject with them, with
a view to establishing a basis for future ac-
tion in such cases."
Dr. Hosmer, of Watertown, read a pa-

per upon the Abuse of the Alimentary Ca-
nal, of which the following is an imperfect
summary :—
Physicians are less liable to be called to

account for errors in treatment than sur-
geons. This should make them more con-
scientious. An honest physician will often
acknowledge to himself that he has erred
in the past, and done harm instead of good,
with the best intentions. He should, there-
fore, be careful that his present theories
are correct, as far as careful, independent
thought can make them so. We often ac-
cept tradition too blindly.
Do not many prescriptions, even of ex-

cellent practitioners, overlook the impor-
tance of integrity of the alimentary canal
to health ?
The day of heroic practice has gone by.The materia medica still retains a measure

of the veneration of the past, although we
acknowledge, in theory, that mere medica-.
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